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Adjusting Power Saving on Windows 7 when connected to USB machines

Introduction

When using Denford supplied machinery that connects via USB, it is important to alter power and screen saving settings on the PC or laptop.

Data corruption can occur while the PC is talking to the machine and, for example, the USB port goes into power saving mode.

Laptops can be problematic when running from battery. This is because the system will do everything it can to conserve battery power, even if it means cutting off
communication to the machine. When running a machine from a Laptop always have it plugged into the power adaptor.

Because PC hardware differs between makes, you may not experience any issues from power saving. If you do, however, then it will be worth checking these

settings.

The main settings to change here relate to the hard disk, USB port and
system sleep. There may be other options available, depending on your
hardware. Use your judgement and disable those that may relate to USB
communication being interrupted.

Firstly, open the Control Panel and choose Hardware and Sound
settings:

Tip: you can shortcut directly to the power options by typing power into
the search box at the top right hand corner
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Now choose Power Options
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Make sure that High Performance settings are selected.
Then choose Change Plan Settings
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System and Securlty Addadevice = Addaprinter = Mouse = % Device Manager
Network and Internet ] 7 AutoPlay
* Hardware and Sound =0 Change default settings for media or devices | Play CDs or other media automatically
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User Accounts and Family =% Adjust systemvolume = Change system sounds | Manage audio devices
Safety 3
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Personalization Change batte( Ybuttons do
Couk Uswatisge; and Ragion Require a pasi ¢, ange when the computer sieeps
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Make text and other items larger or smaller ~ Adjust screen resolution ~ Connect o a projector
Connect to an external display
; Windows Mobility Center
Adjust commonly used mobility settings
NVIDIA Control Panel
m\ Realtek HD Audio Manager
5
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Control Panel Home:
Select a power plan

Require a password onwakeup  Power plans can help you maximize your computer's performance or conserve energy. Make a plan active by

e g:?l.ng it, or choose a plan and customize it by changing its power settings. Tell me mare about power
buttons do e
Choose what closing the lid Plans shown on the battery meter
doss Dell Change plan settings
Create a power plan balances. ble hardware.
I Choose when to turn off the
display High performance ange pla g5 ..
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@ Dell Battery Meter Hide additional plans A
Balanced (recommended) Change plan settings
balances 9y pable hardware.
Power saver Change plan settings

Saves energy by reducing your computer's performance where possible.
Personalization
Windows Mobility Center

User Accounts Screen brightness: @ J
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From there select Change advanced power settings =
» Control Panel » Hardware and Sound » Power Options » Edit Plan Settings | 49 | Search Control Panel £

Change settings for the plan: High performance

Choose the sieep and display settings that you want your computer to use.

m On battery A% Puggedin

O Dim the display: 2 minutes v [Never -

2 Tum off the display: 30 minutes ~| [1how -

® Putthe computer to sleep: 30 minutes »| [1how -

J Adjust plan brightness: ° U £ 0 @ *

Change advanced power settinginam
Restore default settings for this plan

Save changes

Locate the advanced setting for

Locate the advanced setting for Sleep.

Hard Disk. Advanced setings Set Sleep after to 0 which means the Advancedsemngs |
Set both On battery and Plugged @, Select the power plan that you want to customize, PC/Laptop will never go into sleep mode. g, Select the power plan that you want to custamize,
. . 0 and then choose settings that reflect how you want ‘w and then choose settings that reflect how you want
in to 0 which means Never turn your computer to manage power. your computer ta manage power.
off the hard disk. LY i re currently unavailabl (|f you always intend to run a machine while & Change settings that are currently unavailable
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. . . {# Hard disk.
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e
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Locate USB Settings and
USB selective suspend setting Advanced setings
Set both to Disabled

v Select the power plan that you want to customize,
@ and then choose settings that reflect how you want
your computer to manage power.

& Change settings that are currently unavailable
High performance [Active] =

) Allow wake timers -
& USB settings

= USB selective suspend setring

On battery: Disabled
@ Intel(R) Graphics
% Power buttons anEnabled H
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Screen Saver

Denford software normally disables the screensaver whilst running, but it may be worth disabling manually if you have problems with other software / machinery

From the Control Panel choose Appearance and =

Personalization CYEY2[3 » Control Parel » <[4 | Search Canrolpanct ]

Adjust your computer's settings View by: Category ~

System and Security

J Review your computer’s status
Back up your computer
Find and fix problems

. Network and Internet
@/ View network status and tasks
~  Choose homegroup and sharing options
Hardware and Sound
%Z View devices and printers
Add a device

Connect to a projector
Adjust commonly used mobility settings

User Accounts and Family Safety
f’ ‘Add or remave user accounts
f) Set up parental controls for any user

Appearance and Personalization
Change the theme
Change desktop background

Appearance and Personalization
Change the appearance of desktop
Adjust screen resolution items, apply a theme or screen saver

to your computer, or customize the
Clock, Language, and Req Start menu and taskbar.

Change keyboards or other input methods

Ease of Access
Let Windows suggest settings
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. Optimize visual display

“—/  Programs
h‘* Uninstall a program

Under the Personalization section, choose Change

screen saver {5(.. )= (% » Control Panel » Appearance and Personalization - Search Control Panel pel
Control Panel Home P
!} Personalization
Change the theme = Change desktop background Change window glass colors

System and Security

Change sound effects = Change screen saver
Network and Internet

Hardware and Sound !{ Display

Programs Make text and other items larger or smaller | Adjust screen resolution Connect to a projector
B Connect to an external display
User Accounts and Family

SaEy :‘i Desktop Gadgets
* Appearance and =L Add gadgets to the desktop | Get more gadgets online | Uninstall a gadget
Personalization Restore desktop gadgets installed with Windows
Clock, Language, and Region
foceof A a Taskbar and Start Menu L
ase of Access Customize the Start menu | Customize icons on the taskbar | Change the picture on the Start menu
@ Ease of Access Center
Accommodate low vision | Use screen reader | Turn on easy access keys

Turn High Contrast on or off

Fonts

]E Folder Options
* Specify single- or double-click to open Show hidden files and folders
h Preview, delete, or show and hide fonts | Change Font Settings | Adjust ClearType text

NVIDIA Control Panel

FreeFall Data Protection >

From the Screen Saver Settings window, pick
(None) from the drop-down box and click OK screen saver |

Screen saver

3D Text me, display logon screen
Blank

IEuthes

Google Photos Screensaver
Mystify

Photos.

Ribbons

‘Windows Live Photo Gallery

rmance by adjusting
settings.
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